HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIMY 
United States Array 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 

V 

Yokohama, Japan 
11 December 1948 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS MASATOSHI SAWAMURA 

Review of the Staff Judge Advocate 

1. The attached record of trial of Masatoshi Sawamura at Yokohama, Japan, 
tried from l4 April 1947 to 29 April 1947, by a Military*Commission appointed by 
paragraph 1, Special Orders No. 82, Headquarters Eighth Army, United States Army, 
dated 9 April 1947, having been referred to the Staff Judge Advocate, this re¬ 
view is submitted to the Commanding General, 

Personal Data Concerning Accused - ' 

NAME: Masatoshi Sawamura 
AGE: 27 

RESIDENCE: Hyogo Prefecture, Kawabe 
Gun, Nagao Mura, Aramaki, Shimizu, 

.19 Ranchi • 

MARITAL STATUS: Single 
RELATIVES: Father, mother, 5 .brothers, 

L sister. 

EDUCATION: Graduate of Hyogo Pre¬ 
fecture and Itami Middle'Schools. 

VOCATION: Primary School substitute 
teacher. 

MILITARY CAREER: Entfered Japanese Army 
lO April 192+1, as private, second class. 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 2? November 1945 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 12+ April 1947 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Jaoan 
PERIOD OF .TRIAL: lip April 1947 to 
29 April 19)47 " 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 29 April 19 ) 47 . 
SENTENCE: CHL for thirty (30) years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: .No 


2. Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings and Legal Sufficiency: • 

• « Legally 

Charges ami Specifications; - \ Pleas Findings Sustained 

Charge: Accused; at the times and KG G ■ ' N Yes 

places set forth in the specifications 
hereto attached, did violate the Laws 

and Customs of War. f 


Sp 1-: That at-divers times between NJ 

lj December 19)42 and lg August 1945, 
at Headquarters Prisoner of-War Camp, 

Osaka Area, Honshu, Japan, the accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
Lieutenant Commander Fort Hommond 
Callahan, an American Prisoper of War, 
by beating and otherwise abusing him. 

Sp 2: That at divers times between 13 • NG 

December 1942 and 15 August 1945, the 
accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat Chief Boatswains Mate Philip 
E. Sanders, an American Prisoner of War, 
by beating him .with belts, bamboo poles 
and a sword scabbard and by otherwise 
abusing him. 
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Sp 5-* That between 13 December 191*2 ' K 
and 15 August 191*5» ^.he accused, with 
another, did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat First Claes Water Tender’’ . 

Irving T. Scott, an American Prisoner 
of War, by beaming .him with fists and 
a - sword scabbard; and by otherwise abus¬ 
ing him until he was rendered unconscious. 


.Sp 1|*. That at divers times between 13 
December 19l*2 and 15 August 191*5/ thie 
accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat Lieutenant R, C, Silhavy, Cap¬ 
tain A, E, Strong, Lieutenant D, W, 
Thompson, Ensign E. L, Anderson, and one 
Lieutenant Ilochman, American Prisoners 
of War, by beating and otherwise abus¬ 
ing them. 


.Sp 5;: That between i'j December 191*2 NG. 
;ondi 15 August I 9 lj*5>-. the, accused did will- 
^f2ily and^ uni awfully mistreat Sergeant 
. Ear]. Pence End , Coxswain^ August Cratzmier, 
American Prisoners of,War, by beating 
and; otherwise" abusing them. 


Sp 6: Tliat between 13 December 191*2 and Ng 
15'August 191*5» the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat and torture 
. Coxswain Lpwren A, Arnett, on American 
Prisoner of War, by beating him, by forc¬ 
ing large quantities of water into his 
mouth; and.'.stomach'by means of a hose un¬ 
til =he.was rendered unconscious, and- by 
dth.e.mise abusing him. 


Sp 7 * That between 13 December 19l|2 and 
15 August .191*5/ the accused, with others, 
did ^willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
arid torture one Kim, a British Prisoner 
of War, by beating him with bamboo sticks 
-.and rifle butts; by.forcing him to kneel* 
on a pi4e of sharp rocks with.his bare 
knees for a long period of time, and by 
otherwise abusing him. 


Sp 8* That between 13 December 191*2 and NG 
15 August 191*5,- the accused did willfully 
and unlav/fully mistreat' and torture numer¬ 
ous Allied Prisoners of War by beating 
them; by forcing larger‘.quantities of 
water.into their mouths and stomachs by 
means of hoses and rubber tubes; by forc¬ 
ing si ok, 'd i s ed s e d, and physically unfit 
Prisoners to work v/hen they were in an 
unfit'^hysical condition to do so, and 
by otherwise abusing than, \ 


Sp 9: That between 1 5 May 191*3 and 20 
March 19l*l*, 'the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat, abuse and con¬ 
tribute to the death of Private John 
Patterson, an Australian Prisoner of 
War, by neglecting and refusing to furn- 
^sK‘~him with necessary medicines end 
necessary available medical attention’ 
and by forcing him to work when ill and' 
in.an unfit physical condition to do so, 

A" 


G, Yes 

except for the words 
"with others, pile of t 
sharp rocks and rifle • 
butts," substituting 
therefor in place of 
"pile of sharp rocks", 

"rough concrete floor"; 
of-the excepted words,N$; 
of the substituted words,.G, ; 


G, Yes 

except the words 11 by forc¬ 
ing sick, diseased and 
physically unfit prisoners 
to work when they were in 
an unfit physical condi¬ 
tion to do so," Of the 
excepted words, NG 
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Sp, 10: That between 15 May 19^-3 and KG 

20 March the accused did willfully 1 

and unlawfully mistreat, abuse and con¬ 
tribute to the death of Corporal William 
T. Brocklehurst, an Australian Prisoner 
of War, by beating him; by neglecting 
and refusing to furnish him with necess¬ 
ary and available medicines and medical 
attention and by forcing him to work 
v/hen ill. and in an unfit physical condi¬ 
tion to do 30. 


Sp 11s That between 15 May 1943 and 20 
March 1944» the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat, abuse and con¬ 
tribute to the death of Private Ronald 
F. Ahearn, an Australian Prisoner of 
War, by neglecting and refusing to furn¬ 
ish himwith. necessary and available 
medicines and medical attention and by 
forcing &im to Work When ill and in .an 
unfit.physical condition to do so. 


Sp .12: That between X5 May 1943 and 20 NG 
Ma'rch 1944* the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat and torture numer r 
ous sick, diseased and.physically unfit 
Allied Prisoners.of War by beating them; 
by refusing to furnish them with necess¬ 
ary and available medicines and medical 
attention; by forcing them to work when 
in an unfit physical condition-for work; 
by placing lighted cigarettes to various 
parts of their bodies and by otherwise 
abusing them. 


‘ Sp 13;j That at divers times' between 15* NG 
May 1943 und 20 March 1944* the accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
Private J. G, Carr, an Australian Prisoner 
of War, by beating him.with sticks and 
fists; by subjecting him to .ju-jitsu; and 
by otherwise abusing him. 


Sp 14> .That between 15 May 1943 and 20 
March 1944, the accused did will fully . 
and unlawfully mistreat Major John Finch 
Akeroyd, oh Australian Prisoner of War, 
by beating him. with sticks and fists; by 
subjecting him to ju-jitsu; and by other¬ 
wise abusing him. 


Sp ’15: That between 15 May 1943 and 20 NG 
March. 1944# the . accused did willfully, 
and unlawfully mistreat Private-J. 

Allerton, an Australian Prisoner of War, 
by. beating and otherwise abusing him. 


Sp l6.: That at divers times between 15 


May 1943 aad 20 March 194^, the accused 


did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
and torture Corporal William L. Dorman, 
on Australian Prisoner of War, by beat- . 
ing him; by throwing a bucket of ice cold 
water over him in cold weather; by forc¬ 
ing large quantities of water into his 
mouth and nose by means of a hose, and by 
otherwise abusing hin, 
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Sp 17: That between 15 May 1943 and 20 
March I9bh f the acousecidid willfully 
aryl , unlawfully mistreat and torture 
Driver Edmund S* Broad, an Australian 
Prisoner of War,\ by beating him; by de* 
priving him of his food rationsj by 
taring his hands■behind his back and by 
then forcing him to lie back across a 
form and forcing iced water down his 
throat and nostrils uiyfcil he was rend¬ 
ered unconscious; and by otherwise abus¬ 
ing him, . . • 


Sn 18? That bctweeh 15 May 1943 °nd 20^ 
March I 9 Jj 4» the accused,did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat and torture 
Sergeant Ernest J# Rorlce,* an Australian 
Prisoner of War, by beating him with -a 
sword cane and the buckle end of a belt; 
by forcing water down his mouth and 
nostrils’ by means of a hose; and /by 
otherwise abusiiig him* 


Sp 19: That between 15 May 1943 and 20 NG 
March 1944, the accused, with others, did 
willfully and unlawfully^ mistreat and 
torture one Sapper Taylor, an Australian 
Prisoner of War, ' by • beating him with a 
sheathed sword and by ordering and caus¬ 
ing others to beat him; by forcing water 
down his mouth and nose for a long oeriod 
•'of jbime; by forcing him to starid at atten¬ 
tion for a long period of time in cold 
weather while insufficiently clothed; . 
and by otherwise abusing him* 


Sp. 20: That between 1.5 Hay 1943 and 20 
liar? h 1944, the’ accused did willfully 
and- uniawfully mistreat Sergeant F. F, 
Nicholas an 'Australian PrisoneWo^ YJar, 
by ; beating him with‘a s tick and belt and 
by otherwise abusing him* 


Sp. 21: That between 15 May 1943 and.20 NG 
March l^Uht the accused did willfully 
and Unlawfully mistreat'and torture 
numerous Allidd Prisoners of VYar by beat¬ 
ing, them; by kicking them with his boots; 
ty forcing ^arge quantities of water 
down their mouths and up their noses by 
means of hoses and tubes; and by other¬ 
wise abusing- them* 


Sp 22: That between 10 August 1.944- and NG 
-27 October 1944, the accused did v/ill- 
fully. .and uni awfu 1 ly ra is t r eat-Staff 
Sergeant Kerineth'W. Bailey, an American 
Prisoner of War,, bv beating and otherwise 
abusing him, - 


Sp 23: That between 10 August 1944 arid NG . G Yes 

27 October 1944, the accused did will- - 

fully and unlawfully mistreat Gunner C.L* , ( 

Wood, an American Prisoner of War,' bv 

beating him; by nicking him up and throw- s r 

ing him to the ground and banging his head ( 

against* a wall, and by otherwise abusing him* 
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*Sp 2lf.: That between 10 August I 9 I 4 I 1 and 
27 October 19 kh» the accused did will¬ 
fully and unlawfully mistreat and tor¬ 
ture Corporal Atlee Dyncan, an American 
Prisoner of War, by beating him with 
his fist and saber; by forcing him to 
stand at attention for a long period 
of timej and'by otherwise abusing him. 

Sp 25 s. That between 10. August I 9 M 4 . and NG G 

27;; October 1904-, theaccused did yd.ll- - 
fully and unlawfully mistreat and tor¬ 
ture Private Firrst Qlass, Jolloy Ehiley 
and Private C^cil Efert on, American 
Prisoners ..of War;>: by^ttB^ting them with 
his saber belt;.by subjecting them, to 
ju-jltsu, and by otherwise abusing than.. 

Sp 26 i- That.? between 10 August 19^4/4 and NG G 

27 October 19^4-,. the accused did will¬ 
fully and unlav/fully ;m-is-freat Chief • -> 

Warrant Officer Leitoy Boyt, Warrant 
Officer C.T?. Wilson and Corporal R.S, . 

Newsom, .American Prisoners of War, by 
‘ beating them with his. hands and sword 
scabbard, and by otherwise abusing them. - J 



Sp. 27* That between 10 August I 9 U 1 NG G 

and 27 October 19^4, the accused did 
Willfully.and unlawfully mistreat-numer¬ 
ous Allied Prisoners of War by beating 
and-otherwise abusing them. 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 



Yes 


5* Summary of the Evidence ; . 

Preli minary Remarks : There are twenty-seven specifications against the 
accused c Specifications T to 8 are .alleged to have occurred..between 13 December 
19i{2 and 13’ August 19U5 at Headquarters Prisoner of War Camp, Osaka Area, Honshu, 
Japan, .Specifications 9 to 21 are alleged to have occurred between 15 May 19^4-3 
and 20 March 19 ^ at Taisho Prisoner of War Camp, Osaka Area, Honshu, Japan., 
Specifications 22 to 27 are alleged to have occurred between 10 August I 9 I 4 I 1 and 
27 October I 9 W 4 at Yokkaichi Prisoner of War Camp, also known as Nagoya No. 5 
Prisoner of War Canp, Osaka Area, Honshu, Jaunn. The accused was found not guilty 
of Specifications’ 9, 10, 11, 12 and 19 .' . ^ 

Exhibits 1^3 and 72 “are duplicate affidavits. Ibis was, no doubt, due to Z' 
an oversight on the part of the prosecution. 

a. For the Prosecution ; 

Exhibit 1.is a record -of service of the accused which was obtained 
from the Japanese Prisoner of War Information Bureau. Pertinent parts are as 
follows s 

Main Camp, 13 December 19^2 to 15 May 19^3* 

No. 10 Branch Camp (Taisho), 15 way I 9 U 3 to 20 March I 9 I 4 I 1 .. 

No. 17 Branch Camp (Yokkaichi), 10 August X9hU to 27 October l^bU* 

Main Cairtp, 28 October 19^4 to 15 August -19^5* 
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As to Specification 1 : F, H,. Callahan stated that he v/as a prisoner 
at Headquarters Camp, Osaka, from October 1942 to July 1943 , ..Corporal "Samura", - 
about five feet* eight inches tally twenty ‘years old, weight about one hundred 
thirty-five pounds, was the most brutal of the camp personnel. He was personally 
beaten by him bn several occasions (Ex 2, ps 2 and 4)‘» Philip E. Sanders, a - 
prisoner at thi|-camp from October 1942 to 1 June 1945, stated that Callahan,' 
among others, was beaten, humiliated and pestered by Sawamura' constantly (Ex 4* 

T> 4)* About February 1943* because Callahan refused to salute the accused, Sawa- 
raura ordered hin to stand at attention and struck him about the face and body with 
his fists, kicked him on the shins and about the legs. In February and March 191*3, 
Sawamura beat Callaha.n at various tines for minor infractions of conn regulations 
(Ex 5, n 1). 

As to Specification g i Sanders stated that he was beaten severely by • 
Sawamura and another at least twenty-five times during 'the two and one-half years 
that he was in the Osaka Main Cairo. In some cases they used their belts or banboo 
poles to strike him .(Ex - 4 , p 4 ). Sawamura had -a nervous ailment oausing' him to 
squint and the side of his mouth to. twitoh. During his stay at camp "Honcho" 
Sawamura beat, him several tines with his sword scabbard (Ex 5, n l). 

As to Specification 3 i At one tine Sawamura and another beat Water 
Tender First Class Scott, OSw, into insensibility because Scott was disresnectful 
and failed to salute, them (Ex 4, n 4)* Sawamura struck Scott with his fist and 
sword scabbard (Ex 5, P l). 

As to Specification 1* 1 Lieutenant. Silhavy, Captain Strong, Lieutenant 
Ihomoson, Ensign Anderson and Lieutenant Hochman were constantly beaten, huniliated 
and pestered by Sawonura and another. Neither of these Japanese gave then a chance 
to relax. Some of the beatings were severe (Ex ]*, p i*). In February and k Qro h 
. I 9 I+ 3 , the accused beat these men at various times for minor infractions of camp 
regulations (Ex 5,0 l). 

As to Specification 5 * Ih January 1945, the accueed severely beat 
Sergeant Earl Pence and Coxswain August Cratznier with a heavy.bamboo stick for 
stealing sugar (Ex 5. P l). Sergeant Martin Boyle, a former prisoner in the Osaka 
Prisoner of War camp, stated that in the spring of 1945, Sergeant Peftce and Coxswain 
Cratznier were called from the ranks because their numbers in the formation were 
29 . Ibey were forced to kneel on the floor in the guard house for half an hour 
and beat across their bare bodies with a split banboo pole. Sergeant Boyle was 
told about this by Pence and Cratznier, who said they were struck about twenty 
times each. He saw their wounds, Ibey were blEok and blue across th'e buttocks and 
bleeding in several places. The Japanese who called- then from the .ranks was nick¬ 
named * Hable" and he was a sergeant. "liable 0 was abou-b twenty-three years old, 
five feet 9 inches tall and had a twitch about the mouth when he talked (Ex 9, p 2). 

As to Specification 6 1 Coxswain Arnett stated that he was at the Osaka 
Camp from 19 October 1942 to 1 June 1945* In September 19^*4, he was given the 
water tr&atmerit" with thirteen other soldiers for secreting soy bean 3 in their 
shoes. They were being fed noorly at the time. A hose was out in his mouth and f 
the water turned on. He "passed out" and upon regaining consciousness was being 
pounded and beaten*. This took about two and one-half hours. The order to punish 
them Was given by Lieutenant , *Matsanotasan", who was in charge of Camp No. 1 at 
Osaka, The treatment was administered by the Jan sergeant who was nicknamed the 
"Boy-Corporal" and later "Mabel" (Ex 11,” o 2), 

• As to- Specification 7 * In February or March 1945* & British soldier - 
named Kim hid the key to a warehouse where the prisoners were ~ confined during, an 
air raid so that the door could riot be locked, Sawamura took Kim to the camp com¬ 
mander r s office .arid interrogated him. ICim was forced to-kneel on a pile of sharp * * 
rocks on his bare knees for about two hours, during which time, he was beaten by C , 
Sawamura and other^ guards with bamboo sticks and rifle butts. Sawomura- then struck 
him.about the head.and body with a large bamboo stick about one.hundred times. The 
nex^l morning he was hardly able to move but Sergeant Sawamura -ordered him out to 
Work, He had to be carried outside of the gate by his comrades for three days be¬ 
fore he was able to walk himself (Ex 5, n 2), 
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As;to.§nCOification. 8 : _ Corporal Sawanura was the most brutal of all 
-the-personnel- fit,Headquarters .Cano, Osaka* Sonetines prisoners were beaton twice 
a-day by the accused (Ex 2, p 4)i The chief offender was Corporal (later Sergeant) : - 
Sawaaura. He took a sadistic delight in beating prisoners (Ex 3,- p 2)., 'Sergeant "* 
Sawamura was diie :of the chief offenders. Over ninety-five per cent of the prison- 
ers received severe beatings from either the accused or Sergeant 1-ajor Tanaka 
('Ex 4*. p 4)- Oi-dcyne, .a private in the Karines, was beaten by the accused and 
two guards for stealing bfeer. He Was beaten and kicked. Finally, they put a hose 
uo his rectun and pumped water until he became unconscious (Ex V, p 5). 'While at 
/camp "Honcho 1 *, Corporal Sawamura constantly beat and tortured Allied prisoners ' 
(Ex 5, p l), "The Boy Corporal" .used to slash men with a cane without nrovocation,- 


This .happened so often, it was a general ocourrence (Ex 6 , p 2), A sergeant at 
Osaka was nicknamed "Haybeile", His upper lip was always twitching. He often 
boat prisoners with a bamboo pole (Ex 7, p 2)'. The "Boy Corporal”, sometimes 
called "Mabel", committed acts of. violence on from one hundred to two hundred pri¬ 
soners at various, timesWhen nunishing a prisoner, the nrisonor was hl-iruifY.'Mnrt 


soners at various, times. When punishing a prisoner, the prisoner v/as blindfolded 
•and stood at'attention'. The " Boy Corporal" would then strike the prisoner in the 
face and eventually trip, and knock the man down. - He would then kick him repeatedly, 
Another-punishment was beating prisoners across the buttocks with a split bamboo 
pole. Upon making contact with the bare flesh, the bamboo would open up and then : 
close, cutting l.ike knives .. This would not stop unless ^the victim v/as faint from 
loss of blood. The pain y/as. extremely great (Ex 8 , p 3 ). "The Boy Corporal" beat 
up everybody at any tine. He beat up Gunner Harvey very badly .(Ex" 10, p 6 ), L.A. 
Arnett, in Exhibit 11, states that he v/as given the "water treatment” (see Speci¬ 
fication 6 above) with thirteen other soldiers. Eleven of these were Anerioan; 
the other two were British (Ex 11, p 2). On or about January 15, 19^5 on a cold 
Chief Steward Brown, Steward Holt and two other American prisoners who had 
been working aboard ship missed a launch which was to return them to shore. 

Sawamura accused thorn-of trying to escape and foi-cpd them to remove thoir heavy out¬ 
er - garments and lie orone on the ground. He then beat,them with his scabbard, for ' 
about ten minutes* After the beating, the four prisoners were shivering and 
their faces were bruised and buffed (Ex 12, p l)„ Sav/amul*a beat prisoners at 
random and for little or no reason. Sometimes he would accuse prisoners of not 
working and have them kneel in some position of torture for about an" hour. . The 
prisoners further feared him because he used the "water treatment" in punishing 
a number of then. He would place a rubber tube in their-mouths and force water 
through it until they became unconscious, "L-iabel" was one of the nbst vicious and 
sadistic of the Japanese (Ex 12, p 2). 


As to Specifications 9 , 10, 11, and 12 t Not guilty. 


As to specification 13 ? On 27 August 1943» J« G. Cr.-rr was severely 
beaten kf .^f-v/oriuru and another (Ex 5*4 p 6), Carr v/as also beaten by Sawamura 
("iV/itcb^e") on 23 August 1943 (Sx 80, p 7 ). In the foimor instance, %Carr was 
beaten with shoes, sticks and fists (Ex 51» P 6). Sawamura had a tic which caused 
his top lip to twitch, hence he v/as known, as "Wtchie" (Ex 54, p l), Carr, in 
the same exhibit, stated that shortly after the death of a prisor.c-r, he told ‘ 
Sawamura that if they would keep the Japanese doctors away frc-.i the prisoners and 
give then (the sick nrisoners) adequate supplies cf drugs and food, ho would be 
able to keeu then, alive. The next day Sawamura sent for bin and struck him in the 
face with his fist'“and continued to strike him-intermittently for about two hours, 
during which time thepccuseri threw him about the room by means of ju jitsu, 
breaking five floor'l^oards and a chair in the process. On another occasion after 
Carr had just been beaten by one’ ef the Japanese, Sawamura beat him intermittently 
■with fists and a tanbeo stick for an hour and three-quarters.' (Ex 5-4* ? 2)... .Tfoc 
accused beat Carr with a stick and his > fists for ten minutes- in_Hovember or Decem¬ 
ber of 1943 (Ex '58, p 2), Another-beating took place in-January 1944, lasting one • ’ 
and one-half hours (Ex 63 , r» 4)* Sergeant "Samira" was nicknamed 11 Twitchy 11 . . Ke - 
was about five feet nine inches tall, slightly built but well developed (Ex 74, 

?."l)* In Exhibit 79, reports by .Hebert V. Glasgow, Ilajor, relative to corporal 
punishment in'Taisho Sub Cox®, there is attached a letter from Private J. G« Carr, 
dated 31 -i-ugust 1943> addressed to Kajor Glasgow, complaining 1 of a beating by 
Corporal "Saamura". "Saamura" hit him with closed fists in the face. Ho r/qs 
made to close his' eyes .and v/as again punched in the face. Then "Saamura" held 1 - 
him by the throat with one hand and struck Him with the other. He made bin kneel 
down and struck him in the back with a stick* . 


I 

I 
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As to Sncciflcc.tlo»v 1': :" On 18 February 1944, Major Akcroyd was 


—.. . .. zzi. „ juujur jucuroyu was 

severely beaten by Cerpcral Sanwamura and another (Ex 50, ns 6 and 7), In early 
19W|, Major-Akcroyd refused to use a. burning-trodtnont for beri-beri and diarrhea 
natients• Ho was beaten for about three hours hy Sergeant Samnura and othrrs. 
Sev/anura throw /.Veroyd around by ncans of jd jitsu and punched hin in the face. 

Ihe accused thori-took Major Akcroyd inside an office and continued to Heat hin 
intermittently for throe hours with bamboo sticks and fists (Ex kit n x). This is 
corroborated in Exhibit .58, p 2. After the beating, Akoroyd was bad'lv bruised 
about the face, and seemed to be suffering considerable shook. He was"male and 
breathing heayiiy (ibid), . In Exhibit 63 , John Pine-Akeroyd,. formerly Major J. F, 
Akeroyd, states that he was transferred to Tnisho Crap on‘ l5 October 1943. ' 
”Saamura|| was ,cann'commandant ( s l).. In late Jhnuftry 1944, he was beaten by 
Sac-murc. for-disapproving of a treatment for diarrhea and beri-beri, known os 
cautery by Mosoae". "Saamura" tossed him about'with ju jitsfa holds.' "Saanurd" 
then struck him a series of blows with a sword-stick on the head and neck. Ho was' 
repeatedly.beaten to his knees (Ex 63 , p 3 ). The whole beating took about three 
and one-half hours. He was never asked or ordered to carry out the burning treat¬ 
ment (Ex 63 , .p 4), This is corroborated in Exhibit 69 , p 2, except that the date' 
is given as October -- 1943 . 


, „ . ‘ M . t0 Specification 15 ; In 1943 two of .the 4 prisoners, Corporal Dorman 

and Private J, Allerton, got-into • a fight. "Saaranura” investigated the natter, 

Ee_ made then kneel down and said, "I will now cut your heads off.” --tie then ran 
the back .of his sword .over each nan's neclc. The accused beat.both of then (Ex 58 
p 3)« Sergeant * Samura” was acting ccemnnndant at Ibisho Sub Conp on 20 Hay 19 / 13 / 
He had a habit of .twitching his mouth,’ thereby earning the nickname of "ftritchy” 

(F.x 62, pi). The Domcn and Allertbn inoident Mentioned. above is corroborated in 
Exhibit 70 . Sawanura, the sergeant in charge of the comp, also known as "Uvitchie" 
beat each of them with his sheathed sv/ord oh the face, bodies , 1 and legs. This 
lasted about an hour during which “UVritchie" also kicked'each nan with his boots. 
That night, he (the deponent), from ah adjoining hut, could soo the accused, as¬ 
sisted by another, pouring water down these nen*.s noses (Ex 70,-. p l),. 


As to Specification l 6 ; The second in command of Osaka was a Japanese 
corporal known as IWitchy , He frequently caused prisoners to k-nccl on the floor 
with their heads forced back on a table, then poured the water down their nostrils 
until the victims almost choked. Corporal Do man was one such victim (Ex /j_ 3 ,p 2), 
Twitchy' was about twenty-five years old, five feet five inches tall and had a ‘ 
medium to stocky build. He snoke English slightly. (Ex p-3). In early I 9 Z 13 , 
it was the custom of the guards to ring a bell at 0550 hours". Those who failed to 
get up. immediately were punished. On one occasion. Corporal W. L; Dorman did not 
rise quickly enough to suit Sergeant ”Sanura”, who- ordered Dorman' to stand at at¬ 
tention and then proceedod to beat him on the-face and head with, fc bamboo stick 
for about five minutes. He then threw a bucket of ice-cold water over>J)oman, 

Thps sergeant was thirty to thirty-five years'old, about five feet tall and had a 
thiclc-set, powerful build. He wore glasses, had good- teeth, was neat in appear- 
ancc, highly excitable.and had a high-pitched, squeaky voice (Ex ij/j., p l), Ser- * 
geant 'Saawanura” was at Taisho Sub Camp from May 19^3 to April 19 /Jj (Ex 51, p 9 ), ' 
The Japanese known-as ”lV 7 itchy” v/as virtually in charge of Taisho Camp (Ex 52, p 2)«. 
On one occasion-. Corporal Do man was found in possession of a diary. "iV/itchy” 
lorced Dorman to lie on his back and forced water-from a hose Into Dorman's nostrils. 
He threatened to kill Dorman with a sword (Ex .52, p 3 ). A Japanese corporal, known 
as Twi tchy v/as twenty to twenty-five years old', about five feet three inches 
tall, thin., build and had a habit of twitching his U’Voer lip v/hen excited. Ho had 
an injured leg and was fair conplexioncd (Ex 52, p./j.)* See Specification 15, vdth 
reference to the fight between- Corporal Dorman and Private. i.llerton (Ex 58/ n 3)* 

The. commandant at -Ihisho .Camp, ‘Sergeant "Suramura” was about five fee-1 eight inches* 
tq.1-1, had a Medium, build and was, nicknamed ” Twi tchy”, .On one occasion' ”lV/i tchy” 
gave Corporal-Dorman and Private Broad the "water treatment”. In this form of 
torture the victim v/as placed on the floor arm water- v/as continually forced into 
his mouth and up his nose, This trecitp.ent- r astod o n and off for up to two hours. 

Do man and Broad were frequently beaten by "TWitchy", 'On another occasion, 

”IWitchy” made Corporal Dormap kneel on the floor with his head bent down in the 
execution position, "Tv/itehy” raised and lowered*his sword on Dorman's neck in an 
effort to hake him give information (Ex- 6 l, n 1), The. senior N00'at Taisho Sub 
Camp was Sergeant ”Sanura”,: He was about five feet six inches tall, of medium 
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build arid’had a h^bit of twitching his mouth, thereby earning the nickname of 
,, ^ritchy ,, , ,| Snov/y u Dorman of the : Australian Pay Corps. was among.those beaten and 
ill-treated by Sergeant ,, SpmUra ,, (Ex 62, p l). . -Coiporal Doraan' was beaten and , 
tortured While at Taisho Camp by being made to stand'in the snow while nude. Ice' 
water was then thrown on him. .Sergeant "Saraura" was the perpetrator (Ex 66, .p. ; 2)* 
A sergeant in bharge o'f Taisho Camp, near Osaka,.. was named Sawamura, He, was 
called "Twitchie" because of a nervous affliction (Ex 70> P !.)• See the digest 
under Specification 15 regarding the fight between Donnan. and Allerton and subse¬ 
quent beatings by~Sawamura. 


AS 1 'to Specification 17 t Early in 194b at Taisho Sub Camp, a Japan¬ 
ese corporal known as ’‘batchy Lip h forced Driver T, Broad to lie on his back, 
pushing a garden hose down his throat and turning the water on (Ex 4l» P l), • See 
the account of th,e- torture and beatings of Doiman and Broad under Specification l6 
(Ex. 6l, p : l), About November 1944* a Japanese gave. Drivdr Broad some rice, When 
Broad refused to divulge the none of the_ "Japanese, "Sergeant Sanura" kept Broad 
without food for three-.days and beat him every day with his fjlsts and a stick,..,. 
"Samura" then gave him the water, torture for about two hours. '*When I become un¬ 
conscious he waited till I revived-and then started again*" . (Ex 62, pi),. 


, As to Specification 18 : The senior NCO of Taisho Camp was "Sumiro", 
known as "Tyvitchy Lip kr I Divone _ occasion "Ttoitchy Lip" questioned Sergeant E* J,- v 
Rorke and a : Sergeant P. F. Nicholas as to same oigarettes that were alleged to . 
have been bought-from a Japanese guard. Because they refused to tell- the none of 
this guard, they were beaten by "TMtchy Lip" on the head and body 4nd then thrown 
by ju jitsu on a concrete-like floor. They were marched into the orderly room at 
1800 hours-and"returned to the barracks at about 0200 hours, Rorke was brutally 
beaten into Unconsciousness (Ex 38, ? 3)» He was also given the "water treat¬ 
ment" — tied down on a large table and a running.hose was placed-in his mouth far 
down his throat and.kept there until his stomach become unbearably distended, 

Then he was severely kicked and struck many times in.the pit. of the stomach. Upon 
his release, Rorke was completely exhausted and in a state of stupor. His face 
bore red and black bruises and abrasions and his body was-covered with weals and 
deep cuts. He was allowed two days sick leave but did not recover for months later 
(Ex 38, p 4)« "Twitchy" was about twenty-three or twenty-four years old, five 
feet.five inches tall, slim and when excited had a habit of twitching his lip and 
eyes. He had a leg-injury, could sneak English fluently and was h university gradu¬ 
ate (Ex.38, p 8), Ernest John Roiko corroborated this beating in Exhibit 40, 
page 1, in which he states that "Coiporal Samura" beat him with a sword cane for 
about an hour, then forced water from a running hose down his mouth and nostrils 
for about three-quarters of an hour. Half an hour later "Somura" beat him with a 
buckle’end of a sword belt for about fifteen minutes, all the time questioning him 
as to where he got the cigarettes. An account of this beating.aiso appears in- 
Exhibit 42 (page 1), although the affiant states Nicholas and Rorke re turned-.from 
the beating about 9*00 PJf» P.F. Nicholas, -the other recipient of the beating, 
recounts the facts in Exhibit 4^ (page l)« Further corroboration appears in / 

Exhibit 51 (page 8), Exhibit 52 (pages 3 and 4), Exhibit- 56 (page' -2), Exhibit 60 
(page 2), Exhibit 71 (pAge 2) and Exhibit 74 (page l), , 


As to Specification 19 - Not guilty. 


As to Specification 20: See summary ; of evidence under Specification 18, 


As to Specification 21 : Several prisoners, who were caught eating 
mussels, were thrown around by 11 TWitchy Lip", using judo (Ex 38, P 4)*. "Ttoitchy 
Lip"-beat an Australian prisoner named- J. H. Mills with a .bamboo stick and woo'den 
rifle, kicked him, put him in the guardhouse overnight and- sent him to work in the 
moipiing (Ex 4l* pi), "Twitchy" frequently gave prisoners the "water treatment" 
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(Ex 43*_ P 2), Sawamura,. known as "Twitchy"- was a sadist and beat the prisoners 
often and unmercifully, He also used to lock prisoners up all night without 
blankets in the winter time and give then the water treatment .(Ex 45* P l)* Ser¬ 
geant Chris top hers on was _ beaten- by Como.ral "Saawanura" on 19 November 1943 (Ex 50* 
p 6), Private M, F-, Joyner was also beaten by Corporal "Sawamura" on 3 Sep.tejnber 
1945* The-beating of the prisoners for...eating mussels is corroborated in Exhibit 
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. 51 (page 7). and Exhibit 60 (pages 2 and 3)• "Twitchy" was utterly brutal.and 
sadistic (Ex 52, p 2), "Sadimura" was a sadist and onoe he started beating he 
let'hiinself go (Ex 58, p 2i). The senior NCO, known as "JWitehy Lip", was a par-, 
tloularly brutal type of Japanese guard. .He was responsible for countless as¬ 
saults upon prisoners on. the least provocation.. A favorite method of punistaent 
was the "water.,treatment" , When the victiq had been" filled to his- oapdpity, he 
was kicked viciously in the stomach (Ex. 60, p 2). "Twitchy Lip" was about 
thirty-one years old, fire feet:eight inches tall, fair conplexioned and had a 
perpetual twitch on the side of his mouth. His p.eace-time occupation was school 
teaching (Ex 6p, p if)., Sergeant '’Suraeru" was tall, good-looking and had a slight 
twitch of the lip. Hegwas-.nicknamed "Twitchie" (.Ex'§5, p l). iganiahraent ad¬ 
ministered by "Sumeru" included hitting on the head with a bamboo stick or hose 
lengths forcing the prisoner to kneel on. bundles of. wire; soaked in ice, water and 
made to stand at attention from'-one to five hours; the "water treatment"; ju jitsu; 
punching and slapping (Ex 65, p 3). Corporal (later Sergeant) Sawanura, known as 
"Twitchy" was very oold arid arrogant and delighted in beating and ill-treating the 
prisoners (Ex-67, p l). Other incidents of brutal torture by Sawanura are-re¬ 
counted in Exhibits 73- 011(3 75. 

As to Specification 22 During September at Yokkaichi Prisoner 

Camp, a Sergeant Bailey was severely beaten, by Sergeant Sawanura, nicknamed 
"Herman", who was, the acting sergeant major. Sawanura beat-.Bailey with a sheathed 
sword-on the head and shoulders f.or about half an hour (Ex 2l). ..In September 19^)4, 
at, Yokkaichi Camp No. 5, Nogoya Aren, there was a Japanese sergeant-major nick- : 
named "Herman". .He. could speak English, had been injured in China and was .ex¬ 
tremely. nervous. He used to require the prisoners to count offJin. Japanese and 
punished those who missed n count-.■ One. day Bliley missed a count. -'.'Herman" 
struck Bailey d number of times with a saber belt, knocked him down and for about 
ten or fifteen minutes kicked him in the groin and belted him., Bailey was hos¬ 
pitalized for three days (Ex 23, p 2). On or about I4 September 19W;., at Yokkaichi, 
Sergeant Bliley took the roll cali and reported to Sergeant Sawanura, nicknamed 
"Herman"; Sawamura did not like the.way Bailey reported and beat Sergeant Bliley . 
until he looked, like a mess. His lips were swollen to about four times-their 
usual size. ..Sawanura was about five feet eleven inches tall, had a nervous tic 
in both eyes, a light complexion and slight build (Ex 35,- p 2), Concerning this 
beating, Kajor D. 0. Thompson states that Sergeant Sawamura beat Staff Sergeant 
Kenneth Bailey with his fists about the head and mouth, While-Bailey lay on the 
ground, Sawomura kicked him on the shins and legs and forced him to rise to his 
feet. . Sawamura then beat him for about ten minutes (Ex 37, p 1). 

As to Specification 23 ; On 8 September 19 kk, at Yokkaichi Prisoner Camp, 
Gunner- C. L. '/food (USHC) gave the attendance report in- Japanese, "Herman", the 
Japanese sergeant major, was not satisfied. He grabbed Wood by the neck. Picked 
him up, threw him to the ground three times, picked him up again and tanged his 
head against a wooden .wall nearby. Wood was severely bruised all over his body, 
"Herman" was about twenty-seven years old and about five feet eight inches tall./ 

He spoke fairly good English in a high, shrill voice. Whenever he spoke, the cor¬ 
ner-of his mouth would twitch (Ex 22). Regarding this beating,. Major D, G. 

Thompson says that Wood's head struck the wall with suclr force, that he was momen¬ 
tarily stunned, Sawamura then threw Gunner Wood on the ground with ju jitsu and 
while he was on the ground kicked him until he" rose to his feet. Sawamura- again 
beat him with .his--fists and caused Wood's nose to bleed violently. "Herman" then 
called Wood to attention and told him to render his report again. Wood was shak¬ 
ing and made several mistakesw Each time he did so, "Herman", struck him heavily - 
with his scabbard on top of his head (Ex 37, p 2). 


mAs-to Specification 2b : - Corporal At\ee Brrt 
fined at Comp No. 5, "Yokychy", from 2 Sentembfen l«k 
On or about 9 September 19^5 (evidently should be 19 


id stated -that, he was con- 
Aurtfl about 20 July 1945. 
4), he was not marching to 


suit the Japanese known as "Herman" who made .Corporal Duncan stand at attention - 


with his eyes closed. He then placed his foot, behind) Duncan'si heel and struck , him 
on the jaw with his- fist, knocking him to the ground, Duncan rose and stood at 
attention. "Herman" then -struck him on too of the head-with his saber, knocking- 
him unconscious for about three minutes. When he-regained consciousness, he was 
made to stand at attention for three hours, "Herman" was. about five feet ten inches 
ball, weighed about one hundred sixty pounds and was about twenty-four years 
old (Ex lk). ' ' ' . 
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As to-Specification 25 1 • In September or October IQ ^l i at Camp 
Yokkaichi, Pfc Jolley Etuley and Pvt. Cecil &u-ton were beaten by the Japanese 
Sergeant Knjor. Hestruck them across the faoo with his saber belt and used 
ju jitsu several times.. This beating lasted about ten minutes. This sergeant 
major was about five feet eight inches tall, weighed about one hundred forty ' 
pounds and had a sallow complexion. His speech -.ms jerky, he spoke some Spanish 
and English and had a high-pitched voice. When excited, the side of his face ( 

twitched (Ex 32, p 2). . 1 

As to Specification 26 ; Colonel Quy B. Stubbs in Exhibit 16 (page I) 
states that between ^-September 1914 J 4 . and 20 September 19^, at Yokkaichi iPrisoner 
of War Camp, Sergeant Major Easatoshi Sawamura made brutal attacks upon Chief 
Warrant Officer: jteitoy Hoyt, Warrant Officer C. E, Wilson and Corporal H. S. Newsom. ‘ 

All of these men were beaten with the open hand, 'cupping the right and striking 
over the left ear in an .effort to break the ear drum, or with Sergeant Sawamura' s 
sheathed saber, ' . 

In one instance, Corporal Newsom was sent out one oold winter day to 
a nearby beach," dressed in shorts only "and there-beat up by "Herman" and another 
guard (Ex 19, p 3). About 1 the month of September I 9 I 4 I 4 , ^at Yokkaichi, American 
Naval Warrant Officer Gunner Hoyt, who was in charge of a detail of American 
prisoners, made a slight error in.his oommands in the Japanese language, The 
Japanese sergeant major known as "Herman" beat Gunner Hoyt with his fists and used 
judo on him until he fell to the ground. He. then kicked Hoyt in the ribs and on 
the head;.(Ex 30, p 2). This heating is corroborated in Exhibit 37 (page 2). On 
.or about September 19iji+, Sergeant Sawamura was taking a report from Warrant 
Officer 0. E. Wilson, which he was required to render in Japanese. Wilson become 
very n'ervous and Sawomura struck him with his fists about his face and head. 

Colonel Stubbs induced Sawomura to stop the beating but Sawomura again flew into a 
-rage and struck Wilson over his head and about his shins with hi 3 scabbard. 

Sawamura finally threw Wilson to the ground with judo holds. (Ex yj, p 2). On the 
same day Sawamura grabbed Corporal Robert S. Newsom and threw Him to' the ground. 

While Newsom was lying on the ground, Sawomura kicked him again and again and' 
struck him with his scabbard. He then ordered Newsom to his feet and beat him 
with his fists. Corporal New 3 on no mally weighed two hundred forty pounds* At 
this tigie, however, he -was very emaoiated and weighed only one hundred thirty-five 
pounds (Ex 37, P 3)- Corporal Harold W. Densmere, a fomer American prisoner at 
Yokkaiohi, testified on behalf of the'prosecution and identified the accused in 
court (R. 87 ). He corroborated the aforesaid beatings (R, 92 and 93 ), - 

As to Specification 27 x -A Japanese corporal, nicknamed "Herman" had 
charge of the prisoners in Nagoya Camp No.‘ 5 at Yokkaichi. For. each failure to 
understand, and execute his commands, the pri.soners were beaten with wooden swords. 

They were also beaten with rifle butts on the back and in the Stomach "(Ex 13 ). 

When a command was not properly executed. Sergeant Sawomura would beat the (Ameri¬ 
can) man .who gave the order or the entire section, striking them with his sheathejf . 
sword or with his hand or shoes. Sergeant Sawamura was five feet .six inches tall; 
one hundred twenty pounds in weight, extremely nervous and had a. twitching face 
(Ex 15, ? 2). 

Colonel Guy H. St-ubhs in Exhibit 16 states that he was confined at 
Yokkaiohi Coup on I 4 September 19^1 and remained.there until 1 June 1945, During 
their first two weeks, at Yokkaichi, Sergeant Kajor Hasatoshi Sawamura brutally 
-beat an average .of about seventy-five American prisoners per day for minor infrac- 
tions of drill regulations or failure to understand or execute or give commands in 
the-Japanese language. It whs customary for him to strike any man over his head 
with his sheathed saber for 'get^iAgPput of step, failure to pivot properly or hold 
his fingers rigidly. SawomurETwas-nicknamed "Somura", "Herman": and "Ttaitchie" 

(Ex lo, p l), -'If we made 1 the slighWst mistake, this sergeant. ("Herman") -would 
beat us over the face with a aaberl I have seen him beat as high as twenty-five 
men a day." (Ex’ 18, p 2). His method of beating up prisoners was-to tell them to 
close their eye 3 and-then he would give, them a going over with his fists (Ex 19* - 
P‘ 3-)» At Yokkaichi Camo Hoi 2 there was- a drill, master nicknamed tchy u . He; 
was ,-a sadist a'nd -took great pleasure in beating the men with a club# - On 10 Septem¬ 
ber 1914 +j he stood about forty prisoners at attention, -then .went down the line' 
striking each man a hard blow* Everyone was knocked down* He was about thirty- 
five years old, five feet ten inches tall and very slim (Ex 25, p 2). Corrobora¬ 
tion is found in Exhibits 27, 2Q,- 30. 33, 3 i» and 37. 
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.Corpofal Harold'W, Densmqre, a former prisoner at Yoklcaichi Comp'No* 

5, testified thai; Sownnu ra was known as "Twitchy" and "Herman the Go man".-’Quite 
a few men of the group of about,three hundred prisoners were beaten and slumped 
by Sergeant Sawemura -- about fifty per cent (R. 9^)* When they (the .Americans), 
first arrived in the eamn they were told by some of the Dutch and-British prison¬ 
ers.’ to be careful of Sawamura (R* 95)* The witness stated he never saw Sawamura 
beat any, prisoners .'with a sword* "The only one that I . seen administered using 
the scahhard"*’ .None of the beaten prisoners that 1 , he saw required hospitalization 
nor suffered pe rmanent injury. He heard the accused use a few English words* 

When Hawamura got qxc"ited. or gave orders,^ he.had n ^tendency to twitch his face 
(R, 10l)* Sawamura was cal led. "He man" because he used tactics which the prison¬ 
ers considered were’the same as those used by-the German AnrtyVr-fcsSo they named him 
"Herman the German" (R. 102), ' - • * 

The Prosecution read into evidencei the following-extract from the 
.tes-timony of Major-Donald G, Thompson- in the Case of United States vs Marizo 
Shin jo'. Case Docket No* 100 (page ^6) I •• 

"Q, During the first two months at Yokkai.chi What kind or type of 
; manpvas Shin jo? ' • 

' ' ' . . -m ■ ~ • • 

A. We had a.sergeant major by the name of.Sawamura who had been 
sent from the Osaka main camp to instruct the. allied prisoners 
of’war in..this drill,- He was the worst sadistic type Japanese-' , 
that I ever experienced as a .prisoner and he encouraged any 
: ' form of hitting or beating throughout the whole command the ' 

first two months we were there. Next to Sawamura 1 would say 
that Shinjo was the worst on the hitting arid beating, I be¬ 
lieve that there never was an evening roll call but ‘twenty-five 
, or thirty men were beaten with either closed- fists* sticks, 

belts or wooden shoes by both Sawamura add Shinjo," (R. 106) 

' b'. For the Defense : 

Yoichi.ro Terashita testified that he was assigned to. Taisho Camp about 
15 ‘May 19^43 (N. lli+J and left, the comp on 15-April 19J4I4 (R.ll?)* He saw Sawamura 
slap a prisoner on three occasions;.. He.pnce saw Sawamura beat a prisoner,* He 
heard from Private'Carr that Sawamura had beaten him (R. 135)* He recalls one 
occasion when Major Alceroyd was slapped by Sergeant Sawamura for refusing to give 
the "Okyu" treatment, ' He'saw Sawamura slap Major Akeroyd with his open hand 

(h. 136),- . . ' . 

■ Shiigeisi Kj.ya testified that he was a medical .sergeant at Osaka Pri¬ 

soner of War Main Camp f rom 15 December I.9J42. He never saw or heard % of Sawamura 
beating or slapping or mistreating any prisoners of war. He never heard of any 
prisoners receiving the "water treatment" (R. 159 : )» He does not know what is 
meant by the "water treatment" for punishing prisoners of war (R. l6l), - ' 

• - . Shuntaro Habe testified that he was assigned to Taisho Branch Camp 

the latter part-of August 19U3- as commandant. He was a second-lieutenant. He 
first met SawamUra at this camp. Sawamura was the senior prisoner of war.NCO and 
was head of the General Affairs Department (R. 165). He never cautioned Sawamura 
for-mistreating the prisoners of war at Taisho Camp‘. He never heard of any mis¬ 
treatment of prisoners of war by Sawamura. , He never received the report of cor-, 
poral punishment (Ex- 79) signed by Major Robert W, ‘Glasgow (R, 185)« In Article 
i+ of the Land Warfare Rules and Regulations of the Geneva Convention, it is stated 
that prisoners of war are to be treated humanely,. A book concerning the handling 
of prisoners was given to the NCO in charge of general affairs.'. 'Hie NCO f s were 
assembled at the main camp'and instructed in the handling of prisoners. Sawamura 
received such instructions. He advised Sawamura about treatment of prisoners 
(R..191)* Sawamura was not authorized tc slap prisoners for-insubordination or . 
other .offense.' Beating or kicking prisoners was absolutely prohibited nor was it 
customary to permit such acts. His .policy was that the prisoners should be treated * 
humanely and fairly* ' He instructed his subordinates to this effect. Monthly 
:reports, in accordance,with’Article 8 of .'‘Detailed Regulations for the Treatment 
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■ of Prisoners” were subnitted but he does- hot recall where punishments were in¬ 
cluded# If the report signed by major Glasgow had been received, it would have 
been reported tqihe main camp command ant,. Colonel ’Hu rata. If the letter-had 
beenplacedin theoffice and the camp commandant were absent, the interpreter 
night have contacted the General Affairs (R. 192)#. The journal, in which shall 
be recorded the:administration interviews and other important items about prison¬ 
ers 6f war, in: accordance with Article 19 of ’'Detailed Regulations for Treatment 
of Prisoners of ‘Waf u , was prepared by the NCO in charge of General Affairs (R*193) t 
Regulations conperning the handling of prisoners were furnished by the Prisoner 

of War Information Bureau, He and Sawamura were - furnished with copies'. He in— : 
strueted his subordinates frequently concerning, these regulations (R. .193)# 

Frequent instructions were given to Sawomura by Colonel Murata'or the adjutant at 
the main camp concerning the treatment of prisoners. The NCOfa were assembled onc.e : 
a month or'diice every two mopths to receive such instructions (H, I 9 U)• Though 
some officers in the Japanese Amy slapped their subordinates, : it was not custom-' 
ary. There is a Japanese Amy regulation which prohibits a superior from slanning 
or striking his subordinates (R. 195)« While he was a private, he was struck 
three or four times by an 3gJ0 or an officer. The-policy of the branch camp com¬ 
mandant was to treat the prisoners in accordanceovith regulations and the provi¬ 
sions of the Geneva Convention. He is confident that thp orisonprs. in .Taisho 
Conp were treated fairly and humanely. The NCO of the Tats ho camp did not have . 
authority to punishthe prisoners (R. V}(s)\ ' If a letter were addressed to him 
fthe witness) personally as' camp commander, it-should have been delivered to him 

■ CR, 197)* ■ V' • • 


The accused, Kasatoshi Sawomura, after having been warned of his 
rights, elected to take the stand and testify under oath (‘R. -1|, 199)*' He testi¬ 
fied in part that* . ~ ... 


He was a substitute, teacher at a primary school before he entered * 
the.. Army. He went to Osaka Prisoner of War Main Camp on December lU or 15, 19^2# 

Colonel Murqta was commander of the comp and 'eight other camps; Captain Kaneda 
was in-charge of prisoner of war labor and was acting as adjutant. Second Lieu¬ 
tenant ^ukdi was Kaneda*s subordinate. He (the accused) worked -in connection , 
with'prisoner of war labor and general affairs under Master Sergeants Nishimoto'* 
and .Tanaka<• They were under Lieutenant iiatsunuro# At that tine he was a Corporal 
(R. 201), Re S ? ecification 1: He beat Callahan only once on -orders from Second 
Lieutenant Mukai because Callahan was one of a group of prisoners’who strolled 
outside of the-camp without Permission and purchased cigarettes;—Before this, . 

Callahan and the rest of this group had fooled a guard and walked' quite--a dis¬ 
tance frem the camp and purchased cigarettes from a local store. Though Lieuten¬ 
ant Mukai then ordered him to punish-Callahan, he refused to do so as fie was on 
friendly terms with him. He’was then struck by Lieutenant Mukai for disobedience 
(R. 202) and scolded by Captain Kaneda, who deprived him of his -one-dAy lea-vC.. 

Callahan, was one of a group of about twenty prisoners who had-done-the some-thing,* 

The accused struck each nan in this group once with his fist. He never used a f 
stick or scabbard and does not recall kicking them. - That was the only time he 
struck Callahan.- As to Specification 2: He was- very friendly with Sanders (R#202)t 
He never struck Sanders with a belt, nole or scabbard. He once mished'"Sanders . 

- in attempting to ston him from punishing some prisoners, Sanders might'have been 
in the group of prisoners, mentioned above, who were_-punished by the accused#- 
As to Specification 3» When Callahan 'left, Scott commanded about.three hundred 
fifty prisoners. He thinks, Scott was also in the group of prisoners who were 
-punished by the accused (R# 20l*)#. He never struck Scott with-: his fist or a sword, 
scabbard until he became unconscious nor did he kick him. He never beat any 
prisoners into,insensibility, He-did not recall striking-Scott any other time# 

As to Specification 1;* He knows only Lieutenant Hochman.'* If Hochman was'in the " 
group, he would have been struck by the accused; other than that he never struck .V 

’ Hochman# That would also apply to Sllhavey," Strong,. Thompson and Anderson. He 
never kicked Hochman. He never beat. Slapped or abused any officers-for playing . 
cards in their quarters# As to Specification 5*'* He-does not recall Pence and 
Cratzmier (R. 205)* He recalls an incident involving two prisoners who stole 
sugar while at work. They were being beaten a little and were about to be re¬ 
ported to the camp commandant. If the matter were reported, the prisoners would 
have boen^severely punished, so the accused pulled them away from where they were 
being punished, struck them with his fist and had them*returned to their rooms# 
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He told the other Japanese riot to report this fact to the comp commandant (R,206), 
He. struck them once or twice. He did not kick them or strike them with his 
scabbard. As to Specification 6? He does not recall Arnett. He heard of the 
"water treatment 1 ' at Qsaka Main Camp. He never placed a hose in the mouth of a 
prisoner at Osaka'Main Camp. -In September l^bh, he was stationed at Yokkaichi 
Camp. 

Regarding Prosecution's Exhibit No. Is The correct date he was at 
the Main Camp -Would be from December 13, 19^ to May llj, 19^5• He was at Yokkaichi 
Comp from August 13* 19Ml to the middle part-of October — around the 27 th of. 
October, 19^. On ! September 1914^ he was at Yokkaichi and riot at Osaka Main 
Camp (R. 207). He dd.es not recall the name of Arnett, nor does ?he recall strik¬ 
ing, slapping or- beating.him.' He do.es, not do such things. 

As to Specification 7* He does not know the British soldier named 
"Kim";, The accused then stated that he had slapped or struck Kim. A guard had 
reported to Second Lieutenant Hatsumuro that ICim had blocked an iron - door in a 
concrete warehouse where the p iris oners and guards took refuge during an air raid 
:S,o. that the doer could not^be closed. He was summoned by Second lieutenant 
Matsumuro. Kim was kneeling on the concrete floor of the guard house.’ He had 
been struck quite a bit (R. 208).’ Katsumoro told the accused to strike Kim be¬ 
cause he refund to confess and that if Kim - still refused to confess, he 
(Hatsumuro) Would have him court-martialed or reported to Colonel Hu rata. So the 
accused struck l^im because Hatsumuro was standing there telling him to’strike Kim. 
He struck him on his back four or five times with a bamboo fencing stick which 
Lieutenant Hatsumuro gave" him. He never used a rifle butt. He never forced Kin 
to kneel on sharp- rooks* 

1 . - . ■ 

As to Specification 8: He never struck, mistreated or abused any 
prisoners other than those admitted in Specifications 1 to 7 while he was in the 
..Osaka &ain Camp. He never, while at Osaka Main Camp, applied the water treatment 
tp any prisoners (R. 210). He (Corporal Sawamura) was in charge of General Af¬ 
fairs (R, 211 ), The General-Affairs section did administrative paper work con¬ 
cerning the prisoners and various miscellaneous jobs around the camp (’R, 212). 

As to Specification lip He struck Major Akeroyd because he did not comply with 
an order that a cast" 1 beT left on a patient's leg and with the order concerning the 
okyu treatment. He struck Akeroyd in the face with his fists four or five times 
(R, 219)» He feels that he used a kendo stick. He did not use jii jitsuV He did 
push or toss him around. He never struck or kicked Akeroyd at any other time. 

As to Speojfjcation 13; He recalls striking Carr with his hand be¬ 
cause he gave food to Dorman, when" he was not supposed to. Dorman had a severe 
gastral illness and the food was unsuitable and made him worse. He, himself, 
went to his friend's place about twenty-five miles away arid obtained about twenty 
eggs* He put them in rice gruel and gave it to Dorman (R. 220). He^struck him 
only with his hand. He did not use judo on him. Yftien the accused pushed Carr, 
he fell backwards and as a result the floor board gave, away and the leg of the / 
chair slipped in. The leg of the chair was also broken. As to Specification lpi 
He does not recall Private Allerton tut remembers a fight between Dornan and an¬ 
other man. He does not. recall striking, slapping or pushing either of these men 
(R. 221). As to specification l6't Hcl ; threw a bucket of water over Donnan, He 
did not force water into his mouth and nose by means of hose. He threw water over 
Dornan because Do man and others brought unclean oys’ters back to camp and ate them 
in violation of camp rules. There had been an outbreak of diarrhea ..at the time. 

As to Specification 17* He does not know the prisoner named. Broad. He never 
deprived any prisoners at Taisho Como of his rations. He did not force a prisoner 
to lie across a fom with his hands tied behind him and, force ice water down his 
throat arid-nostrils until.he lost consciousness. He now recalls that he did not 
throw water on Dorman, It was someone else. He only struck him. From 28 Octo¬ 
ber 19^J to 15 August 19^5. he was at Osaka fe-ain Comp. He was not at Thisho Camp 
on or about 10 November I 9 U .1 (R. 222). As to Specification 18 s He does not know 
an Australian prisoner named Rorke, The only water treatment he gave a prisoner 
at Taisho Cano was the time he poured v/ater over a prisoner's head. He never 
foroed prisoners in Triisho Camp to stand at attention for a long time in cold 
weather.- He did strike, slap, or beat prisoners for bringing cigarettes and other 


(p-lii of 19, Sawamura, CasePW. fl^y^'ww-legal-tools.org/doc/Hc.^cbO/,- 


-tt. er>( 


items into Taisho Crunp in violation of comp rules. As to Specification 20k He 
recalls beating Nicholas in the face with his hands for bringing cigarettes, shell 
fool and other; things into the camp after having been warned several times.not to 
do it. As to Si:eelfjeation 21: Once he poured water over a prisoner's head and 
' that was the only time (.R, 2'dj). He was hot satisfied vdth Conditions at Thisho 
Camp while Lieutenant .Yamada was there. His father wrote a letter to General 
Ushirogu of the Central Command; using a false name. It. stated that Second Lieu¬ 
tenant Yamada struck prisoners and ordered his subordinates* to strike prisoners 
who did not ;obey orders. After this letter was sent. Colonel Hurata, his adjutant,' 
Captain ICaneda and Second Lieutenant Mukai conducted an investigation. Hiere- ' 
after, Lieutenant Yamada was transferred and he was severely scolded and punished 
by the Osaka Main Coup commandant (R. 22i|). He was. assigned to Yokkaichi Camp 
about 13 August 19bb and after'about two months returned' to the Main Camp the 
latter part of October. 

As to. Specification 22t He does not know Bailey, rior does he know 
' the Gunner Wood in bpeoifiontion 23 (R. 225). As to Specification 2iis He does 
not know Corporal Atiee Duncan - nor does he know Privates Bailey and Barton in 
Specification 25. Asto Speoifioation 26: He does, not know Chief.Warrant Officer 
Ikmt, Warrant Officer-Wilson and Comoral Newsom.' He'struck five.or six of the 
men he drilled at Yokkaichi Camp. The men named in Sneoifioations 22 to-26 might 
be included in these five or six men. He struck them with his hand. He never 
used judo on them. • He once struok a prisoner lightly with his' scabbard to have 
him extend-his arms. He never struok a prisoner over the"(lead with a scabbard. 

He never kicked any prisoners at, Yokkaichi nor did he compel :ony of them to stand 
at attention for a long period of time. He never struok any prisoners with his 
saber belt, ihe strikings cr beatings took place during the- drilling on the sea¬ 
shore, Lieutenant Colonel Stubbs v/as the senior prisoner of war at Yokkaichi 
Camp- (R, 226). He never struck, slapped or abused Colonel Stubbs (S, 227),’’The 
beatings alleged in Exhibits 9 and 12 to have been administered following B-29 
raids did not take place. He knew Philip Sanders (See Speoifioation 2) at Osaka 
(lain Comp (R. 229). Sanders frequently struok prisoners. He. saw the beating 
previously mentioned and heard about the others (R, 230), Corporal Dorman was a 
sort of praotioal joker in the camp and at times he would do bad things. The 
Japanese did not think bad of him nor did they like him. He never kicked anyone 
**i s h° or Yokkaichi c f-mps (R. 235), He never struok any prisoners 
with sticks, clubs, bolts, belt buckles, poles, t canes, scabbards* or rifle butts. 

He struck a.prisoner once with his scabbard, as previously stated, while it was 
attached to his waist. He learned ju jitsu at school* .He never perfomied ju 
jitsu upon any .prisoners of war (R, ; 236), Lieutenant-Yamada was branch camp com¬ 
mandant'and had authority to order his subordinates to strike prisoners* He was 
not allowed to do this under Japanese Amy regulations. He had. the right to issue 
orders to his subordinates but the accused does not know what type of ^rders this 
would include,' If he disobeyed Lieutenant Yaraada’a orders to beat prisoners, he 
would have been struck by Yoiiiadn, He could have reported this to the Adjutant of 
the Osaka Camp but if he told Lieutenant Yamada he would have been struck again, /" 
He’thought Lieutenant Yamada’s orders were like those, of a crazy man (R, 237), 
Japanese Amy regulations prohibited him from reporting these-matters directly to 
the main camp oommandant. He did report to Captain Kaneda (Adjutant of the Osaka 
Comp) and Lieutenant Iiatsumuro, He also told Lieutenant Yamada, who struck him. 

He never heard of an inspecting officer to whom complaints could be submitted. He 
told the officer who investigated after the sending- of the letter about Lieutenant 
Yamada*s conduct-(R. 238), The guard house was under the jurisdiction of the 
General.Affairs Section of the, main camp. The military guard was in control,(R,239) - 
He was not authorized to strike Nicholas, Nicholas might have been punidi ed 
heavily by a sentence at har'd labor, for years. He heard the condition of the Jap¬ 
anese prisons v/as hellish. No prisoner at the Taisho Canp"or Yokkaichi Camp was 
tried by courts-martial (R, 2ijQ)* He was struck by Lieutenant kukai and by Yamada.,' 
Both Lukai and Yamada ordered him to strike prisoners. During his five years in 
the army, .he v/as told that an order given to him by an officer was to be considered 
as. a. command by the Bnoeror (R. 2ij2). During the v/ar, to be a,-good Japanese 
soldier, one had to comply with orders of a superior officer. Sometimes he un¬ 
avoidably-struck prisoners because he did not want them to die or become Sick. At. 

that time he did not think such acts were wrong but he now thinks it was a very bad- 

thiiig and he assumes full responsibility (R. 2 ij 3)* He never ordered private Carr 
to cut off Brock-1 ehu.rst *s legs so. that he could be. buried^ : as stated in Exhibit 68, 


- ' ■ . _ PURL: https-://www:legal-tools.org/doc/8c3c60/^ 

^(p. 15' of 19, Sawamura, -Case No, 136) - . . | 



page 2 (R» 21^;)* Lieutenant Habe remitted the accused to strike the prisoners a 
little (R, 247), Ho struck prisoners as stated before in order to save their 
lives and beca.use he did not want them to receive heavy punishment for their of¬ 
fenses. He- does not know'what the "water treatment" consists of (R. 2i ( 8). 

Sotaro Hu rata testified that he attained the rank of full colonel in 
the Japanese Army. He was assigned to the Osaka Pain Prisoner of War Comp from 
about 22 September 191,2 until., the. end of the war. .Curing that time Lieutenant 
Yamada was under his command. Yamada later became the Ta is ho Camp commandant - 
(li. 250). While Yamada was commandant, a secret .document,was sent to the Central 
Army Commander. Hie witness was ordered to amy headquarters where the army com¬ 
mander, showed him a letter criticizing the,way Second Lieutenant Yamada handled 
the prisoners. Colonel Murata thereafter visited Taisho .Camp, .showed-the letter 
to Lieutenant Yamada and told him-to reflect, on his past actions and conduct him¬ 
self accordingly, Hie witness observed' that Lieutenant Yamada was nervous and 
since the handling-of prisoners of war required "a gentle hand" 1 , requested the 
army commander to have Lieutenant Yamada relieved. He knew .the Japanese at the - 
Taisho.Camp-named Sawamura (R. 251), , Sawamura transferred from Taisho-Camp be¬ 
cause of the ihqrease in the Humber of.branch-oamos and the need-for experienced 
personnel-. He never received any oomdlaint about Sawamura from the company em¬ 
ploying prisoners of war. When Sawamura went to the Yokkaichi Branch .Cann, he-had 
an argument with members of. the company v/hieh employed prisoners from the Yokkaichi 
Camp because he thought the food given by the company to the prisoners was not''' ' 

enough JR. 252). Sawamura was transferred from the Yokkaichi'Camp back to Osaka 
■Main Cabm because he heard from the president of, the company that they did not get 
along well with Sawamura. Hiis was partly Sawanura's fault; however, he requested 
the president to .relieve some of. hi3 subordinates as well (R. 25I*), He required 
that the prisoners of war in the Osaka Area be handled fairly, reasonably and * 
with humanity. -This policy was laid down by both the Ministry of War and his 
superior, the Central Amy Commander. He mentioned this directly to .the branch 
camp NCO s.. Once a month there was a conference of branch Camp commandants and on 
these occasions they were advised .of his policies. Also, at each branch camp, the 
commander Posted such instructions on a talletin board (R. 255), Lioutdnant H a be 
was, at one time, branch commander at Taisho (R, 256:)." He was competent and had 
a.good Character. If a prisoner at Taisho wanted. to make a complaint t.o him (the 
witness), it would have to be made through channels (R. .257), In his investiga¬ 
tion of Yamada, he never discovered evidence of his mistreatment of prisoners. He 
does not know of. any mistreatment of prisoners'by Sawamura. - He does not know 
Lieutenant Colonel .Stubbs. If a commander received a report, that one of his sub¬ 
ordinates had severely beaten a prisoner, he wpuld first Hake an investigation 
and a warning would be given or the officer might be reprimanded or confined to 
quarters (R, 258). If an NCO were severely beaten by his superior officer and if 
higher headquarters received a report, there would be an investigation and judg¬ 
ment would be handed down. If a superior officer gave a reckless order % to a sub¬ 
ordinate, such as ordering him to beat prisoners, the NCO should respectfully ad¬ 
monish the officer. If the officer disregarded the NCO, the latter could report f 
this to the adjutant with due respect. This would also apply to Sergeant Sawamura 
(R. 259). On 1 June 191*5, there was an incendiary raid-at Osaka Como. Sawamura 
climbed to the highest roof and informed-.the witness of the direction of the 
planes and the times when the bombs were to drop, thereby enabling all the pri¬ 
soners to take refuge (R, 262), There is not a single point -in*the''accused's 
character which'.is "incorrect". However, he was a littlq impatient and this might 
have paused some.misunderstanding with the Prisoners (R. '263). He ..never instructed 
the NCO*8 at the Lain Camp, only .the branch camp commandants (R. 2&*). If Lieuten- -- 
ant Yamada ordered Sawamura to severely beat a prisoner which Sawamura considered 
illegal and if Yamada ignored. Sawamura's opinion,.the latter would have to obey. 

He never heard of a Japanese officer-commanding a subordinate to so. severely, beat 
a prisoner as to render him insensible. He does'not believe Lieutenant Hai-e .or 
Lieutenant Yamada would have given such an order to ^Sergeant -Sawamura (R. 265),. 

If an officer gave such an order he would have heard of it either from the civil¬ 
ians attached to Amy or the enlisted men'. The adjutant would hear of it and in¬ 
form him (the witness). He recalls that such a thing as striking a man over the 
head with a sword or bamboo stick did han-ien in the Japanese Amy, He.has no 
knowledge of any slants being severely beaten on hid. bare back with sticks. How¬ 
ever, the Japanese are short-tempered,. They night si no another with an *00 en hand, 
but nothing worse (R. 269)'. 
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Defense's Exhibit "A" consists of an affidavit of Philip E. Sanders 
with reference to Specifications 6 ant? 7. On page 2 of the affidavit, it states 
that in September 19%, .-Arnett and thirteen others were ordered to be beaten by 
Lieutenant:Matsumuro for stealing soy beans. The beating v/as carried out by two 
Japanese guards. With’ reference to the beating of "Kim", it states that "Kim" 
was beaten by Lieutenant Hatsumuro and Sergeant Sawamura and : that Hatsumuro or¬ 
dered "Kim" to go to wort: the following day (extracted in page 70 of the record). 

Exhibit " 6 " consists of a charge and specifications against one 
Saburo Hatsumuro.. Specification 1 charges that the accused in,!iarch : lgiAat Osaka. 

Main Camp, together with Corporal Sawamura, beat Leading Signalman George V. Kim, 
a British prisoner of war, with bamboo clubs and otherwise abused him, ..Specifica¬ 
tion 3 (e) charges that Hatsumuro, about 1 September 19%, at Osaka-Hein: Camp, 
beat L°wren A. Arnett and Russell N. Rawlins, American prisoners of war, with 
fists and sticks'and punned water into Arnett's mouth until, he- became unconscious, 

(the announced purpose of introducing this Exhibit was to "show a variance", be¬ 
tween the'-charge and specifications in this case and in the Hatsumuro .Case, B.271,): 

The Defense requested that the Commission take judicial notice of the 
following Japanese regulations for the treatment of prisoners’ of wars 

"REGULATION' POP. THE THBAffiBHT OP PRISONERS"'OF. WAR (War Ministry 
Notification, No. 22, l|| December I 9 OI 1 , as amended’by War Minister 
■ Notification No. 167 , 190 I 4 No. 7, 1905 No. 31 , 19 % War Ministry 

Notification, Nos, 30 and 57» 19&3 ) 11 ^ 

"Article U" 

n A prisoner of war shall be controlled according to the regu¬ 
lations- of the.Imperial Amy and he shall not otherwise be 
artitrarily restrained." ' 

"Article 8" • 

"In addition to the disciplinary methods prescribed in the 
•s' preceding Articles the criminal offences of p.risoners of war 

-shall be tried by amy court martial according to the Army 
Disciplinary Punishment Ordinance." J* ' • . 

DETAILED REGULATIONS FOR HIE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS 
OF WAR . ' 

"War Ministry Notification No.29, 21 April I 9 I 4 . 3 , as amended by War 
Ministry Notification No. 58 ', 19^3) 

- \' 

"Article 5" 

"As soon as prisoners of war have been imprisoned, they shall 
f - be administered an oath forbidding then from making an escape," 

* "Prisoners of war who refuse to take the oath mentioned in the 

preceding paragraph, shall be deemed to have intentions of escaping 
and shall be placed under strict surveillance." 

. . - "Article 8" .' 

Prisoner of. war shall not be allowed to drink alcoholice- 
. liquors or smoke without authorization,"- - . - 

’ "Article 10" *\ ... 

‘Prisoners of war, whenever necessary; may be allowed to go 
outside the camp accompanied by a custodian.: ’(However, care shall 
be taken as to -the choice of the area and provisions made for 
, their control, particularly in regard to the. prevention of their 
escape and their relationships with ithe local' p ipulation." 
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"Disciplinary Law for .Prisoners of War,!* Lav/ No. i/1, dated 
9 March 191/3, Article 5, which reads as follows! 

"Prisoners of vmr who defy or disobey the orders of Persons 
supervising guarding, or escorting them shall be subject to 
either the death penalty, or to hard labor or imprisonment for 
life or for a rainumusi of one year." 

"The leader of a group of persons who have acted together in 
committing the offenses mentioned in the preceding paragraph 
shall be subject to either the death penalty or to hard labor 
or to imprisonment for life. The pther persons involved shall 
be subject to either the death penalty, or to hard labor or to 
imprisonment for life or for a minumum of two years." 

The Defense further requested the commission to take judicial notice 
of the Manual for Courts-Martial, page' il/9, with reference to the 6i/th Article of 
War. This is to.the effect that a person cannot be convicted if the order was 
illegal; but-an order requiring the performance of a military duty is disobeyed 
at the peril of .the subordinate. A command of a superior officer .is presumed to 
be lawful. • 


The Commission was constituted by proper authority and had jurisdiction 
of the accused and of the offenses charged. There is no reason to doubt the 
sanity of the aocused at the time of the alleged offenses. Because the accused 
made several attempts at suicide (H. 5). he was given an examination by the pri¬ 
son-surgeon at .Sugomo Irison, who stated that there was no apparent reason that 
the prisoner was unable to properly defend himself (R. 7-)» -There was no error in 
the refusal of the commission to order a demand for particulars as requested by 
the defense (ii. 8). It is considered that the prosecution’s exhibits were suffi¬ 
cient to apprise the defense of the details of the specifications in question. 

The notion o.f the defense for a finding of not guilty (R> 108) was properly 
denied, particularly since the accused was found not guilty of specifications 9, 

10, 11, 12 and 19. There vras sufficient evidence to support the other specifica¬ 
tions. 

The mere faot that Kaisumuro is being charged jointly with Sawanura, or 
as an individual, with beating qr torturing some of theVidtims involved in the 
specifications against the acaused herein does not establish the fact nor does it 
absolve Sawaraura cf guilt. The citation from the Manual for Courts -Martial supra 
does not avail the accused since (l) A. Japanese suspected war criminal is not a 
prisoner subject to military law within the provisions of the Second Article of 
ITdr - (2) Where a crime was committed pursuant to superior orders i* is not a defens 
but*may mitigate the punishment in the discretion of the Commission (par 5 d (u) r. 
Letter, GHQ, SCAP, subjecti Regulations Governing the Trials of Accused War Crim¬ 
inals, dated 5 December 191/5, x as' amended). 

There v/as sufficient evidence to support the findings and justify the 
sentence of the commission. The beatings, tortures and abuses perpetrated, by the 
accused were not isolated instances but were repeated time after time. Where 
there were,alleged breaches of regulations by the prisoners, the beatings and' • 
-tortures were out of all proportion tc. the offenses. Apart from the mental and. 
pHysical suffering involved, the nature of the "water treatment" was such, that it 
might well have resulted in grave, internal injuries to the Victims. All of the 
offenses of which the'accused was found guilty w.ere violations-of international 
laws governing the treatment of prisoners of war, as well as Japanese Amy regu¬ 
lations pertaining thereto. The identity of the accused was sufficiently es.tafe- 
-lished. ’ X-■ - ' _ 
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fliere Were-no. recommendations for clemency by any members of the Com¬ 
mission. 'Ihe Motion for Modification of Sentence and the petitions for clemency 
in Volume 3 of the record have been read and are not considered to afford any 
grounds for mitigating the sentence. Ihe accused was sentenced to confinement at 
hard labor for .thirty (30) years. Ihe findings and sentence of the commission 
should be approved. ' 

Ihe accused was confined 27 November 19^5# went to trial ll| April 19^7 
and was sentenced 29 April 191+7 • In compliance with established policy, it is 
recommended that fourteen (li*) months of the confinement at hard labor imposed be 
remitted. . 


Action 


A form of action designed to carry the foregoing"recommendations into .ef¬ 
fect, 'is attached hereto. 


CYRIL E. MORRISON 
Reviewer- 

Judge Advocate Section 


I concur in general 


ALLAN R BROWNE 
Lt Col JAGD 
Army judge Advocate 


: - • . . PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8c : 3^^i 

(p 19 of 19, Sawamura, Case No. 136) . ! , 



